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INTRODUCTION 

The Village of Catskill is located in the Upper Hudson Valley of New York, with frontage along both the 
Hudson River and the Catskill Creek.  Its position between Albany and Kingston, as well as the 
protected harbor provided by Catskill Creek, put Catskill in a unique position to become an attractive 
water-based tourism destination in the Hudson Valley.  The downtown area of Catskill is a walkable 
community, and the primary commercial areas and core of the Village are in close proximity to or 
directly on the waterfront. The calm waters, beautiful scenery, and densely developed downtown 
located along the waterfront combine to provide tourists coming by land or by water with a unique 
experience, enjoying a variety of amenities and activities focused on or related to the waterfront. 

Starting in 1984 both an LWRP and a Harbor Study were conducted for Catskill, which had a varied 
impact on the landscape. While some wonderful projects, such as the redevelopment of Catskill Point, 
resulted from these plans, they were not fully implemented or integrated in to the larger picture, and 
the nature of both tourism and community development have changed in the last decade.  Recent 
planning efforts by the Town and Village of Catskill have been undertaken, but have not focused on 
the incredible opportunities presented by the waterfront and its connections to the pedestrian friendly 
downtown.  This oversight of the value of the waterfront could have devastating impacts on the future 
of Catskill.  This report is the result of the first phases of an effort to examine the opportunities for 
providing linkages and access along the waterfront properties of the Village, as well as to the 
downtown shopping districts.  

 

STUDY AREA 

An analysis of the Village of Catskill was conducted in order to determine the most critical areas in 
which to focus revitalization efforts.  While it is obvious that there are many resources upon which to 
build, as well as many areas in need of revival, the key portion of the Village for this study is along the 
Catskill Creek and Main Street.  The existing infrastructure, public spaces, dense downtown 
development, and access to the creek and the Hudson River are the amenities that will help bring new 
life into the Village.  Recent efforts at downtown revitalization have been successful, and are a 
wonderful beginning to build upon for future projects and programs. 

A map showing the boundary of the identified study area is included below.  The study area starts at 
the northern end of the village along Route 9W before the bridge and continues along the back 
property lines of the parcels along the north/east side of Main Street facing Main Street.  The boundary 
encompasses a few additional properties while following Main Street down to Dutchman½s Landing.  
The entire area of Catskill Point is included, and the boundary line crosses Catskill Creek to include the 
Bliss and Forlini parcels on the opposite bank.  The study area boundary then follows the backs of the 
properties along West Main Street in a northerly direction up to West Bridge Street Street above the 
intersection of West Bridge Street and Dumond Streets.  The boundary line then returns back to West 
Main along the front of the school along the river, after which it connects back to Route 9W.   
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The entire Village of Catskill has many attractive features and amenities to offer.  This study area 
represents the core portion of the Village, whose revitalization and improvement will benefit the 
community as a whole.  Focusing efforts on this area will not only provide a variety of new and 
complementing uses and public spaces, it will create a critical momentum for redevelopment of the 
other areas of the village as well. Public funds spent on this concentrated area will have a greater total 
impact than if spent in a wider area with less cohesive planning and overall vision by spurring private 
redevelopment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Catskill Downtown and Waterfront Revitalization Plan  October 1, 2008 
Phase 1 Summary Report  Page 3 

MAP 1- 


