GREENE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of July 21, 2010 Meeting 

Attendance was taken at 6:30 PM. Members present and absent were:

Present:




Absent:

Erik Allan, Ashland



Gregg Cross, Lexington 
Eva Atwood, Catskill T


Lee McGunnigle, Tannersville

Jim Dymond, Prattsville


Jonathan Harris, Hunter V
Thomas Poelker, Windham
 

Gene Beers, Jewett
Mitchell Smith, Catskill V.


Roy Handel, Durham

Lawrence Connolly, Coxs. T


Wayne Deyo, Athens V.

Lawrence Connolly, Coxs. V.



Arnie Cavallaro, Greenville

Elizabeth Hansen, Cairo

Jeff Flack, New Baltimore

Kathleen Wagner, Athens T
Also in attendance were Victoria Connolly of Coxsackie, April Paluch of Athens, and Ed Diamante of the Greene County Department of Planning and Economic Development.
Chairman Connolly called the meeting to order at 6:38.
On a motion by Mr. Flack, seconded by Mr. Smith, and with all in favor, members approved the minutes of the June 16, 2010 meeting.

The Board considered the following planning and zoning referrals:

10-21 Town of Catskill, Approved:  site plan regarding the expansion of a restaurant at 4545 Route 32 to include a brewery.  On a motion by Mr. Dymond, seconded by Mr. Poelker, and with all in favor, members approved the referral with comments as follows:
1. Possible impacts on neighboring properties and appropriate mitigation should be considered (lighting, drainage, need for additional fencing/screening, etc.)

2. Please note: An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.

10-22 Town of Hunter, Local Decision:  site plan regarding location of the Town of Hunter Chamber of Commerce gazebo on the front lawn at Stewarts at the intersection of State Route 23A and County Route 25.  On a motion by Jeff Flack, seconded by Ms. Wagner, and with all in favor, members designated the referral a local decision with comments as follows:
1. Line of site issues should be considered as appropriate.

2. Please note: An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.
10-23 Town of Catskill, Local Decision:  use variance regarding the replacement of an existing single-wide mobile home with a double-wide on property at 3445 Route 23A in Palenville.  On a motion by Mr. Allan, seconded by Mr. Cavallaro, and with all in favor, members designated the referral a local decision with comments as follows:
1. Section 267-b of New York State Town Law, and Section 160-24 of the Town of Catskill Zoning Law, provide specific criteria that must be considered by the ZBA in granting use and area variances.  The ZBA is advised to consider this criteria – and require evidence as appropriate that the criteria has been meet – in making its determination regarding this variance appeal

2. Please note: An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.
Please note also: the County Planning Board received this application on July 16, 2010, five days prior to the Board’s scheduled meeting.  The County Planning Board meets on the third Wednesday of the month when it has projects scheduled for review or other pending business.  For projects to be placed on the agenda (and appropriately reviewed), referrals must be received at least 12 days prior to the Board’s meeting.

10-24 Town of Catskill, Local Decision:  area variance regarding the construction of 24’ x 28’ storage shed at 95 Browns Crossing Road.  On a motion by Mr. Poelker, seconded by Mr. Dymond, and with all in favor, members designated the referral a local decision with comments as follows:
1. Section 267-b of New York State Town Law, and Section 160-24 of the Town of Catskill Zoning Law, provide specific criteria that must be considered by the ZBA in granting use and area variances.  The ZBA is advised to consider this criteria – and require evidence as appropriate that the criteria has been meet – in making its determination regarding this variance appeal.

2. Please note: An approval and/or local decision designation by the County Planning Board should not be construed as a recommendation that the referring agency approve the referral in question.  An approval does not indicate that the County Planning Board has reviewed all local concerns; it indicates that the referral has met certain countywide considerations.  Evaluation of local criteria is the responsibility of the referring agency.
3. Please note also: the County Planning Board received this application on July 19, 2010, two days prior to the Board’s scheduled meeting.  The County Planning Board meets on the third Wednesday of the month when it has projects scheduled for review or other pending business.  For projects to be placed on the agenda (and appropriately reviewed), referrals must be received at least 12 days prior to the Board’s meeting.

Mr. Diamante said that a notice will be sent out requesting nominations for the 2010 Ellen Rettus Planning Achievement Awards.  The Achievement Awards are intended to recognize and honor worthwhile planning, community and economic development activities that have taken place in Greene County over the past three years.  Awards will be given for outstanding achievement in one or more of the following categories:

· Economic Development

· Community Design or Improvement

· Planning for Municipal Services or Utilities

· Environmental Preservation, Recreation and Open Space

· Zoning - Innovative Techniques

· Community or Main Street Revitalization

· Historic Preservation

· Municipal Services

· Distinguished Service

Nominations are due September 3rd.

Mr. Diamante distributed registration information on training for local planning officials (all programs will be held at the Greene County Emergency Services Training Center, 25 Volunteer Drive, Cairo):
Locally Unwanted Land Uses 

Monday September 13th 

5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Municipal Regulation of Wind Energy Facilities 

Monday September 13th
 7:15 to 9:15 p.m.

Groundwater Resources and Local Planning 

Wednesday September 22nd
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Conservation and Local Planning

Wednesday October 13th
 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

The SEQRA Process and Conservation 

Wednesday November 3rd
 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Members agreed that the August meeting will be cancelled unless Mr. Connolly and Mr. Diamante determine that there are matters that need to be brought before the board.
On a motion by Mr. Cavallaro, seconded by Mr. Poelker and with all in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM. 







Respectfully Submitted,








Ed Diamante, Secretary






N:\County Boards\County Planning Board\Agenda&Minutes\2010\7-21-10MIN (draft).doc  Page 4 of 4

